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On The Cover 


Woodbridge Wireless placed Ist in the 9A 


category, and 2nd in the country overall, during 
Field Day 1997. Pictured here is Mike 
Trowbridge, KA4RRU, at the controls of W4IY. 
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By Jack Kelleher 
WA4ZC 


Congress To Force FCC Reorganization 
(Fm Radio World Magazine, as reported 
in ARN 1063 12-26-97) 


The future of amateur radio could lie with a 
single man in Washington. He’s not an FCC 
official, but he could have powerful influence over 
how the Commission operates in years to come. 


In two years, the FCC could be an entirely 
different agency from what hams and others know 
it to be today. That’s the vision U.S. Representative 
Billy Tauzen has, and as head of the powerful 
House Telecommunications Subcommittee, Tauzen 
could make it happen. 


The Louisiana Republican lawmaker came to 
prominence earlier this year when his 
subcommittee proposed legislation essentially 
‘banning scanner radios. In an interview in the 

broadcast trade publication Radio World, Tauzen 
Says it’s time to do away with the old and bring in 
new ideas at the Commission. Tauzen indicates 
he’ll give the FCC a choice. Either reorganize on 
its own, or his committee will look into doing it 


for the agency. 


As Tauzen sees it, the Commission’s main 


_ problem is that it’s organized around a 1930 
_ government model promoting heavy federal 
_ regulation and monopolies to protect consumers. 
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But Tauzen says this is a different age. One of 
government opening up the marketplace to fierce 
competition and letting consumers be in charge. 
But Tauzen feels that the FCC still thinks and reacts 
the old way. 


Tauzen’s comments seem to suggest that the 
Commission may be in for another round of 
downsizing... or perhaps even more deregulation. 
With Tauzen leading the push, Congress could even 
take the FCC out of the business of regulating the 
airwaves, perhaps making the agency function as 
a spectrum landlord instead. 


What effect all this could have on the amateur 
radio service is unclear. This is a time, though, 
when other services pressure the Commission for 
more freedom. At the same time, radio amateurs 
ask the FCC to hold back the hands of time. Hams 
ask for more rules instead of fewer. They demand 
stricter enforcement. And they sometimes indicate 
that they prefer older as opposed to newer 
technology. What will the next generation FCC 
say to all of this? Those answers will evolve only 
as the shape of the new FCC becomes clearer. (Ed: 
This is a “what might happen” despite its title; there 
can be many a slip between a Subcommittee 
proposal and a bipartisan agreement. However, it 
is always better to be forewarned) 


FCC BANS ALL RADAR JAMMERS (FCC 
Press Release via ARN 1062 12-19-97) 


The Federal Communications Commission 
says that all traffic radar jamming devices are 
illegal.. This includes the so-called passive reflector 
types as well as those which generate jamming 
signals by themselves. 


The ruling comes as the FCC tells a Texas 
company that one of its radar-jammers is illegal. 
And in upholding a previous order against Rocky 
Mountain Radar, the Commission says that its 
decision applies to any manufacturer of similar 
radar jamming devices. Devices that the FCC says 
adversely affect the ability of law enforcement 
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Adams County Amateur Radio Society Metropolitan Communications Network 
Alexandria Radio Club Metrovision Amateur TV Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 

Anne Arundel Radio Club Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Antietam Radio Association, Inc. Moose Amateur Radio Club 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club National Capitol ARES Council 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club National Capitol DX Association 
Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
Calvert Amateur Radio Association NOAA Amateur Radio Club 

Capital City Amateur Radio Society North Point FM Association 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society Northern Virginia FM Association 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club Northern Virginia Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area Opequon Radio Society 

Columbia Amateur Radio Association Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 

Culpeper Amateur Radio Association Potomac Area VHF Society 

D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council Potomac Valley Radio Club 

Department of State Amateur Radio Club Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association Baltimore Chapter #20 

Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 

Frederick Amateur Radio Club Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 - 
Frederick Amateur Repeater Group Vic Clark Chapter #91 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club Washington Chapter #23 

Green Mountain Repeater Association Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Johns Hopkins University APL ARC Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
KB3BOI Repeater Group, Inc. Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Leisure World Amateur Radio Club i: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 

Loudoun Amateur Radio Group T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association Vienna Wireless Society 

MADRAS Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Maryland Emergency Phone Net Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Maryland FM Association Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 


Talk-in on 


146.55 
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officials to protect public safety on the highways. 
Rocky Mountain Radar argued that the FCC has 
no regulatory authority over its product because it 
does not generate, emit or work on radio signals. 
The FCC disagrees. It says that the device captures 
an radio frequency signal and then generates and 
emits a different RF signal. As far as the FCC is 
concerned, that makes it a transmitter and the 
regulatory agency says it has the right to ban their 
sale. 


GATE 4 ATTRACTS HUNDREDS 
(nx ARRL LTR V16 #49 12-12-97) 


The FCC does not expect to begin processing 
Gate 4 applications until after the first of the year. 
Aspokesperson at the FCC’s Gettysburg office said 
the current plan is to run the first-day applications 
on or about January 7, 1997, but emphasized that 
this is not a firm date. 


The FCC has processed earlier vanity receipts 
through mid-November, including all work in 
process (WIPs) applications. In November, the 
FCC reports it got 517 electronic applications and 
149 paper applications. 


It got more than 800 electronic applications on 
December 2, the first day of Gate 4. Another 120 
electronic applications showed up on December 
3. Acount of paper applications is not yet available. 


AMATEUR NAMED CHIEF FCC 
TECHNOLOGIST (FCC Release as 
reported in ARRL LTR V16 #49) 


Dale N. Hatfield, W@IFO, has joined the FCC 
as chief technologist in the Office of Plans and 
Policy. Hatfield returns to the FCC and government 
service after a 15-year break, during which he 
founded and operated a telecommunications 
consulting business in Boulder, Colorado. 


Previously, Hatfield served as Acting Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Communications and 
Information and as Deputy Administrator of the 
National Telecommunications and Information 
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Administration. During the 1970s he served as 
chief of the Office of Plans and Policy at the FCC 
and also held positions in the Office of 
Telecommunications Policy in the White House. 
Hatfield has degrees from Case Institute of 
Technology and Purdue University. FCC Chairman 
William Kennard announced the appointment 
December 8. 


WASHINGTON POST: HAM RADIO REFUSES 
TO DIE (fm ARRL LTR V16, #49) 


A recent Washington Post article lumped ham 
radio with mah-jongg, model rocketry, and 
something called squished penny (technically 
“elongated” coins) as “The Hobbies That Refused 


to Die.” The feature, in the paper’s Sunday edition, 


appeared November 14. The gist of the report was 
that there’s still room for ham radio and other 
“diehard” avocations in the age of “extreme sports 
and the Internet.” 


The section on ham radio focuses on the 
reporter’s visit to Hamfest ’97 in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, sponsored by the Foundation for 
Amateur Radio, and mentions the article on ham 
radio that appeared earlier this year in Forbes 
magazine. 


The reporter, Dave Nuttycombe, touches on 
such ham activities as traffic handling, using H- 
Ts, and restoring older tube-type equipment. He 
also quotes several hams, including Jim Parsons, 
WAA4ALTO, and Geoff Adams, N3QFX, and there’s 
a picture of Parsons at a ham station. Parsons told 
the reporter that part of ham radio’s appeal to him 
is the challenge that’s lacking on the Internet. 


Some hams would balk at the article’s overall 
premise that ham radio (he calls it simply “ham’’) 
is among the hobbies that have fallen out of fashion 
and are “now carried on by a valiant few.” But 
Parsons—a graduate of Virginia Tech and an 
alumnus of its K4KDJ club station—said this week 
that the article sparked a bit of interest in the DC 
area. “Reaction has been great. We’ve gotten a few 
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calls,” he said. 


The article mentions The Vienna Wireless 
Society, the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
and the Columbia Amateur Radio Association as 
contact points and gives a plug to Auto Call, the 
official journal of the Foundation for Amateur 
Radio. The circulation of the Washington Post 
Sunday edition is more than 1.1 million. (Ed: 
Remember the saying, “publicity is publicity, good 
or bad. Just be sure to spell my name right’) 


INDUSTRY CANADA POLL ON 
CERTIFICATION AND LICENSING 
(Radio Amateurs Canada VIA ARN 1061 

: 12-12-97) 


Canada’s national ham radio society has been 
told that it will not be given a voice in governing 
that nations Amateur Radio service. At a 
November 28th meeting of Industry Canada’s 
Amateur Delegation Working Group, 
RadioAmateurs of Canada was told that Industry 
Canada has decided to terminate a delegation 
initiative and to retain the administration of the 
Canadian Amateur Service. 


No reason was given for the termination but 
Industry Canada says that it began a commercially 
administered poll of Canadian radio amateurs on 
December 1st. This, to obtain views on amateur 
radio licensing and certification. 


Negotiations have been ongoing almost four 
years on the Delegation of the Administration of 
the Canadian Amateur Radio Service. Radio 
Amateurs of Canada says that it is attempting to 
obtain the details of the poll and will provide them 
if they are made available. It also says that it will 
attempt to meet with Industry Canada to find out 
why the negotiations were terminated. 


BUSTED PIRATE BROADCASTER IS HAM 
(Tnx ARN 1061 12-12-97, & ARRL) 


One of the three unlicensed broadcasters busted 
by the government three weeks ago is a ham. L. 
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Douglas Brewer, better known as Doug Brewer to 
the Tampa, Florida ham community holds the call 
sign KC4HAZ. Brewer, a General licensee of 
Temple Terrace, Florida, was detained when armed 
agents moved in to close down the pirates and 
confiscate equipment. | . 


As previously reported, Brewer operated as 
“The Party Pirate” on 102.1 MHz from his 
suburban Tampa home. He told reporters that he 
was awakened November 19 at 6:30 AM by armed 
U.S. marshals who handcuffed him. According to 
news reports, federal agents seized equipment from 
his home studio and from a remote broadcasting 
van that carried a “102.1 FM Pirate Radio” logo. 
They also dismantled his 150 foot tower and 
trucked it all away as Brewer and other station 
volunteers looked on. 


“PEARL” OFFERS CW TRAINING ON TWO 
METERS (Via Hudson Division Loop, 
N2BDW & ARN 1061) 


If you live in Putnam County New York and 
want to up your code speed, listen up. PEARL, 
the Putnam Emergency Amateur and Repeater 
League is hosting CW training sessions every 
Tuesday and Sunday at 9:00 PM on the WA2AWG 
repeater. According to Joe McGowan, N2BDW 
the repeater is on 145.13 MHz and any amateur 
interested in improving his or her code is welcome 
to join the net. 


New VLF Amateur Band in UK (Tnx ARN 
1062, 12=19=97 & RSGB/GB2RS) 


Hams in the United Kingdom are looking 
forward to another new very low frequency band. 
The Radiocommunications Agency has told the 
Radio Society of Great Britain that it hopes to 
release the 136 kHz band to all U.K. Class A 
licensees early in 1998. Like the 73 kHz band 


- opened in there last year the new allocation will 


be a sliver sized allocation. In fact, at only 2.1 
kHz total bandwidth it will be slightly smaller than 
the 2.8 kHz available at 73 kHz. The RSGB says 
the band will likely run from 135.7 to 137.8 kHz. 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
WA4HU 


The purpose of the ARRL Report is to provide the 
essential news of interest to active, organizationally 
minded radio amateurs faster than it can be 
disseminated by our official Journal QST. We strive 
to be fast, accurate and readable in our reporting. 
Material from the ARRL Report may be reproduced 
in whole or in part, in any form including photo 
reproduction and electronic data banks, provided 
that credit is given to The ARRL Letter and The 
American Radio Relay League. 


HAMS HELP IN WAKE OF GUAM TYPHOON 


Ham radio operators helped relay damage 
assessments and continue to keep open lines of 
communication between Guam and the Pacific 
islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota in the Northern 
Marianas in the wake of Typhoon Paka. The storm 
Tuesday caused heavy damage on Guam, but 
telephone service remains intact, according to Jim 
Kehler, KH2D, president of the Mariana Islands 
DX Association. Kehler says the islanders are 
taking the situation in stride for the most part. 
“Typhoons in this part of the Pacific are something 
that everyone knows about and has a respect for, 
since we have all seen the results previously.” 


While damage estimates are in the $200 million 
range, no one was killed or seriously injured when 
the storm passed over Guam, “Everybody is just 
happy to be alive, and nobody is sitting on the curb 
crying cuz the house got flooded and the car got 
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crushed,” Kehler relates. ‘“That’s Guam.” Kehler 
says there’s a great sense of community on the 
island, with everyone pitching in to help others get 
their lives and homes back together in the disaster’s 
wake. 


Kehler reports the storm wiped out commercial 
power and water as well as most of the trees on the 
island. He estimated that it could be “two or three 
months” before commercial power is fully restored 
on Guam. 


Kehler said 7.085 MHz is being used for inter- 
island communication. He said that during the 
storm’s approach, hams on Guam also used 7.085 
while tracking its path. During the storm, Kehler’s 
and five other MIDXA stations were operational 
on 40 meters. The others included WHOAAV on 
Saipan, KHOCE, on Tinian, and N4UQM/KH2, 
KH2JU, and K9AW/KH2 on Guam. Kehler said 
that his ham radio station was not damaged in the 
storm, but he reports conditions have not been 
favorable for reliable communication with the 
mainland with his modest setup. Several other 
hams on Guam were not as fortunate and suffered 
heavy wind and water damage from Typhoon Paka, 
he said. 


Kehler said Paka marked the first storm where 
he was “really scared.” The typhoon is said to have 
packed record-shattering winds in excess of 200 
mph. 


The only VHF repeater on Guam survived the 
storm, but Kehler says it’s not being used for 
emergency communication at this point. 
Commercial radio stations were put off the air, 
however. 


Kehler said the MIDXA was formed in 
November after Typhoon Keith struck the Northern 
Marianas. “One of the reasons was that Rota lost 
all commercial communications in that storm, and 
the ham community here was totally unprepared 
to help,” he explained. MIDXA members continue 
to monitor 7.85, “at least those with a radio, 


Continued next page 


Page 2 


antenna, and a house left,” Kehler said, but with 
commercial power and water out of commission, 
“Guam is a mess.” 


In the storm’s wake, Red Cross National 
Headquarters had activated Virginia ARES to 
coordinate damage assessment recovery 
information from ham radio sources in the 
Pacific—primarily Hawaii and Guam. Red Cross 
National Headquarters is located in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, and relies heavily on ARES support 
during disaster responses when normal lines of 
communication are not available. Information 
summaries and updates were posted on the Virginia 
ARES Web site, http://www.aresva.org. The Red 
Cross now has a contingent on Guam and has 
terminated the Virginia ARES activation “with 
thanks to everyone who participated in this 
response.””—thanks to Jim Kehler, KH2D, and Don 
Mahan, KD4WGV and Frank Mackey, K4EC/ 
Virginia ARES. 


HAM RADIO TO THE RESCUE—AGAIN 


Three Franklin Pierce College students may 
owe their lives to ham radio. The three found 
themselves stranded on New Hampshire’s Mount 
Monadnock in late November after becoming 
disoriented and lost in the snow and darkness. 
Fortunately, one of the students was Michael 
Sensabaugh, KB2SSA, of New York. He radioed 
for help with his small hand-held transceiver via 
the K1TQY repeater in Keene. 


Repeater trustee Dawn Cummings, K1TQY, 
and Roberta Bennett, NIWTY, responded. 
Cummings took charge of communication. 
Bennett called in the alarm to Monadnock State 
Park Manager Michael Walsh. Then, she bundled 
her young son and her own H-T in the family car 
and drove to Walsh’s office. 


Throughout the next four hours, Bennett 
provided a radio link between the lost students and 
the search party via “Henry, the Keene Machine,” 


able to instruct and encourage them accordingly. 
The students were found late that evening and 
brought to safety as bad weather continued to move 
in.—thanks to Richard Seifert, KB2FF 


OHIO VOA ANTENNAS COME DOWN 


Ham visitors to Ohio—perhaps on their way 
to the Dayton Hamvention—sometimes found it 
hard to keep their eyes on the highway when 
passing the Voice of America’s Bethany Relay 
Station. The vast antenna farm off I-75 north of 
Cincinnati consisting of 14 rhombics and a huge 
Sterba curtain easily distracted most hams. 


At one time among the most powerful 
shortwave stations in the world, the Bethany Relay 
Station was shut down a couple of years ago. 
Earlier this month, the towers supporting the 
majestic Sterba curtain and other wire arrays came 
crashing down—to make way for commercial and 
recreational development and a university campus 
on the 625-acre site. Among those on hand to 
watch the spectacle was Tom Rupp, W8TCR, a 
VOA engineer for 26 years who retired in 1993. 


Work will continue to remove the other towers 
and structures. Most of the towers will be pulled 
from the ground with a crane. Forty towers, 
ranging from 90 to 150 feet tall, will be salvaged. 
Crews will finish clearing the towers by February. 


A report in the Cincinnati Enquirer quoted ham 
radio operator Joe Goforth, WB&8NFJ, who lived 
less than a mile from the VOA site for two decades. 
“T used to talk to the engineers all the time,” he 
told the paper, noting that VOA broadcasts 
sometimes interfered with his ham gear. “But I 
guess I’m a little disappointed to see it go,” he 
added. 


For a look at one of the Sterba curtain support 
towers coming down, see http://www.palmtop.net/ 
img/voa.jpg. For more info on the Bethany Relay 
Station, visit the Jim Hawkins’ (WA2WHV) Radio 


as the K1TQY repeater is known. Walsh was thus Room, http://www.exit109.com/~jimh/ 
aware of the students’ current predicament and was , 
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voaohio.html.—thanks to Mitch Hamm, N8XS, 
and Jim Hawkins, WA2WHV. 


QEX TO GO BIMONTHLY 


QEX, the ARRL Forum for Communications 
Experimenters, will become a bimonthly 
publication starting in January, and the magazine 
will expand in size to compensate for the new 
publication schedule. “Two months is not so long 
that you forget we are here, and the amount of 
material is not so great that you can’t take the time 
to read through it,” said new QEX Editor Rudy 
Sevems, N6LE. Sevems said the total amount of 
material subscribers get each year would not 
decrease. “Issues will be either 48 or 64 pages 
depending on the available material,” he said. 


Several interesting articles are set to appear in 
the January/February issue. Among them is “The 
Car—As a Contoured Ground-Plane,” a discussion 
by Peter Madie, KE6RBY, that will appeal to 
mobile operators trying to determine the best place 
to locate their antennas. In the same issue are 
“Parabolic Dish Feeds—Performance Analysis,” 
by Paul Wade, NIBWT, plans for a 2.4 GHz Phase 
3D receiver by John Reed, W6IOJ, and a tutorial, 
“RF Phase Shifters for Phasing-Type SSB Rigs,” 
by Byron E. Blanchard, NIEKV. Also, Randy 
Henerson, WISW, explains how to build an 
economical high-voltage power supply. The 
regular “RF” column by Zack Lau, W1VT, and 
subscribers’ letters round out this issue. 


The basic QEX subscription rate will increase 
slightly. Effective January 1, ARRL members will 
pay $18 per year (six issues); nonmembers will 
pay $30. “These two changes will help ensure 
QEX’s long-term financial health,” Sevems said. 
For more information, or to subscribe to QEX, visit 
the ARRL Web site, http://www.arrl.org/ or call 
toll-free 888-277-5289. 


NORTH POLE NET 


Thanks to ham radio, several hospitalized kids 
in the Omaha area got a chance to visit with Santa 
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Claus earlier this month. Sixteen members of the 
Ak-Sar-Ben Amateur Radio Club were called into 
action by Santa to activate the North Pole Network 
on December 13. This marked the fourth 
consecutive year that net coordinator Pat Joseph, 
NOHPP, has organized the event that uses ATV and 
Amateur Radio to allow Santa Claus to visit area 
hospitals. 


Working with Santa and the nurses and 
technical staff of area hospitals, the children could 
see and hear Santa on their hospital room TVs and 
talk to him via Amateur Radio. This year, three 
hospitals had children who wanted to talk to Santa, 
and 244 kids had a chance to have a visit from 
Santa and discuss their Christmas lists. The hams 
used the KOUSA 2-meter repeater, which is owned 
and operated by the Ak-Sar-Ben ARC, and the 
WBOCMC ATV repeater which is sponsored by 
WOWT Television. Both repeaters are located on 
the WOWT broadcast tower.—Pat Joseph, NOHPP 


HAM RADIO HISTORY 


In a whimsical mood, here’s a lighthearted look 
at ham radio history. The original version of this 
was posted on the Contest Reflector a few months 
back. 


* 4 Billion BC—Earth is a swirling ball of 
flames. Propagation is extremely poor. 


* | Billion BC—First dry land appears. It is 
divided up into grid squares. 


* 500 Million BC—Second patch of dry land 
appears. First DXpedition; DXCC credit 
disallowed because of questionable licensing 
agreement. 


* 400 Million BC—Flowering plants and 
grasses evolve. Rotary beam invented, but sales 
stall for lack of suitable mounting structures. 


* 300 Million BC—First tree appears and is 
immediately cut down, stripped of branches, placed 


Continued next page 
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in a concrete base and called a telephone pole. 
Beams sales pick up. 


* 200 Million BC—More beams sold. Installer 
falls from top of pole. Safety belt is invented. 


* 100 Million BC—First mountain appears. 
The repeater is invented. 


* 50 Million BC—CQ is adopted. 
* 4 Million BC—Humans replace swine as 
dominant species. The name ham operator hangs 


on, however. 


* 3 Million BC—Dugout canoe invented. 


Maritime Mobile Net formed on 14.313 MHz. 


* 2 Million BC—Nothing much happens for a 
long time. 


* 900 AD—Chinese invent gunpowder. 
BY1AA is first “Big Gen” DXer. 


* 1790 AD—Ben Franklin invents long wire 
receiving antenna. Ground switch invented. 


* 1961 AD—Second repeater erected. First 
repeater group refuses to change frequency. First 
repeater coordinator appointed. 


* 1997 AD—Amateur Radio humor sinks to a new 
low! 


DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


NEW DXCC FEE SCHEDULE FOR 1998 


On page 83 of January 1998 QST, a new fee 
schedule for the various DXCC Awards was 
announced. Unfortunately there was no explanation 
given in the QST article as to why this was 
necessary. The ARRL staff hopes that the following 
announcement will make it clear why this was 


“The initial announcement of the DXCC fee 
increase effective January 1, 1998 included no 
explanation, so the unhappiness that has been 
expressed by some DXCC participants is entirely 
understandable. ARRL staff regrets the oversight 
and apologizes for any misunderstandings that may 
have arisen as a result. 


The League had a difficult financial year in 
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1996. March 1997 QST in IT SEEMS TO US 
reported to the membership what the ARRL board 
heard in January: In 1996 the League lost $700,000 
from operations. Of even greater concern was that 
the prospects were for continuing losses in the 
future years unless corrective actions were taken. 


The corrective process had already begun by 
midyear 1996, and was reflected in the Board’s 
action in October 1996 to raise the dues effective 
in July 1997. The budget plan adopted for 1997 
continued the process of cutting costs and seeking 
additional sources of income. 


In the case of membership service programs 
that serve a portion of the membership, in order to 
be able to continue to offer them we had to find 
ways to reduce costs or make the programs more 
self-sustaining through user fees. In case of the 
DXCC program, the yardstick by which Amateur 
Radio DX achievement is measured, dropping the 
program was never given serious consideration. 
Neither did we consider any possibility of reducing 
the cost. of the program in ways that might affect 
its integrity in any way. 
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On the other hand, the DXCC program is 
expensive to administer in its present form. While 
the program operates more efficiently today than 
ever before, with a smaller staff than in many years, 
it still costs (not including overhead expenses) at 
least $100,000 per year more than is offset by user 
fees, spread over about 5,000 applications per year. 


The Membership Services Committee of the 
ARRL Board and the Membership Services 
Department staff worked closely together during 
1997 to decide the best way to reduce this gap. 
The object was not to eliminate it entirely; it is 
reasonable for DXCC participants to expect some 
portion of their membership dues to cover the cost 
of the program they are interested in. 


The fee increase that takes effect on January 1, 
1998 is expected to cover about half of the shortfall. 
This assumption is included in the budget plan that 
was endorsed by the Administration and Finance 
Committee on November 22. 


Everyone wants the DXCC program to 
continue and to provide the kind of service that 
the members deserve. New software is under 
development and will be coming on line early in 
1998 which should increase the speed of 
processing. After that, attention will turn to a 


program that will allow members to file DXCC . 


applications electronically, which we anticipate 
will lead to further savings without sacrificing 
integrity in any way.” . 


(This message was from Dave Sumner, KIZZ. 
Publisher of QST.) 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS — 


PACC Contest 
February 14-15, 1998 

ARRL International DX Contest, CW 
February 21-22, 1998 

CQ WW 160 SSB Contest 
February 27-28-March 1, 1998 
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REF French Contest, Phone 
February 28-March 1, 1998 
ASGB 7 MHz Contest, CW 
February 28-March 1, 1998 
UBA Contest, CW 
February 28-March 1, 1998 


TIDBITS 


According to all the propagation experts, 
CYCLE 23 began in May of 1996. There have been 
extensive articles in QST and CQ magazines on 
this subject. 


The Geelong Amateur Radio Club in Victoria, 
Australia will celebrate their 50th year of 
continuous operation during 1998 using the call, 
VI50G. QSLs go to VK3ATL or via the QSL 
bureau. 


A station using the call, IXSAA reportedly from 
the Chechnya Republic has been operating since 
November. QSL route given was W3HNK, Joe 
W3HNK is saying DO NOT QSL until some 
decision has been reached on the DXCC status of 
this area. Do not hold your breath on this one. 
Someday it may become a country but there are 
many more things that have to happen before any 
consideration will be given to possible DXCC 
status for it. 


- Terje, LA3EX will be active from Jan Mayen 
until March or April of 1998. He will be active on 
80-10 meters using the call JX3EX. 


The 9MOC Spratly Island DXpedition is 
scheduled for February 12 to 24, 1998. This is 
going to be a multi-national group of 
DXpeditioners with many from the UK’s Chiltern 
DX Club. The operation will allow two full 
weekends of operation and in time for some good 
LF propagation. Many need this one on 80 and 
160 for 5 Band WA2 and 160 WAZ. This is going 


. to be a large effort with many sponsors and 


operations on many bands at once. 
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FAR Meeting Em 


q 
Minutes 


December 10, 1997 
Takoma Park, MD 


FAR President, Chuck Sommer (N4OSD), 
called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m. at Columbia 
Union College in Takoma Park, MD. 


The attendees introduced themselves There 
were 10 trustees and one guest in attendance 
representing 12 member organizations. They were: 


Charles Johnson, N3HFO 

Anne Arundel RC & NVFMA 
Tony Young, WA3 YLO 

Anne Arundel Radio Club 
Al Brown, KZ3AB 

Antietam RA & MEPN 
Donald Kirby, KR3A 

Calvert Amateur Radio Society 
Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC 

FAR Scholarship Committee 
Lenny Schachter, N3RPQ 

Natl Cap ARES Cncl & MADRAS 
Jeanne Rexroad, N3GZI 

Natl Cap ARES Cncl & Mt Vernon 
Chuck Sommer, N4O0SD 

PG Co RACES/ARES 
Hugh Katz, KB3TB 

Voice of America ARC 
John Sleeman, N3FXC 

Washington Area Adventist RA 
Steve Cruise, NP2IL 


Secretary’s Report - The November minutes 
were approved as mailed out by secretary Al Brown 


(KZ3 AB). 


The Treasurer’s Report was given by Charles 
Johnson (N3HFO) and accepted. 


Auto-Call - Tony Young (WA3YLO) had 
nothing to report. Al Brown (KZ3AB) reported 


Page 14 


AU TORS CALL 


that Auto-Call editor, John Queen (KAOSEY) has 


Scheduled the Area Net Listing to be included in 


the January issue. 


survivar Ss Assistance - Tony Young 
(WA3YLO) reported that he has some older gear 
to be sold. A DRAKE 2B receiver is going for 
$65; a well cared for SWAN 600R and customized 
SWAN 600T has a $200 price tag. For more 
information, contact Tony at 301-262-1917. 


Scholarship Committee - Hugh Turnbull 
(W3ABC) reported that there will be 67 
scholarships awarded next year. A news release 
has been mailed out. 


ARRL Report — Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC), 
ARRL Vice-President, reported that Vanity Call 
Gate 4 for everyone has been opened by the FCC. 
YLRL has applied and will be granted Ethel 
Smith’s old call sign. 


The FCC is trying to solve a problem with VE’s 
where those who hold Advanced or Extra Class 
licenses obtained by waiver are administering 
amateur examinations and may not be technically 
qualified. 


WARC-97 was also discussed. 


FARFest — FARFest Chairman Al Brown 
(KZ3AB) reported that he received a letter from 
the ARRL correcting the mistake they had for the 
date of FARFest. The correct date will appear in — 
the January issue of QST magazine. 


An application to join FAR with a check for 
$25 was submitted by mail by the Cheese Hollow 
Amateur Radio Club in Smithsburg, Maryland. 
The designated trustee was not present, so a vote 
on their membership was deferred. Hugh 
(W3ABC) suggested that since this is a new and - 
relatively unknown club, we request a list of their 
members in order to validate that they meet the 
requirements of a bona fide club. 


NCAC’s Request for Funding: Two votes were 
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to be taken on NCAC requests for 1) a portable 
repeater, and 2) an HF rig. 


The vote on request No. | was deferred until a 
technical inconsistency is cleared up. 


The vote on request No. 2 for funding of up to 
$1,100 for anew HF transceiver to be used at NWS 
in Sterling Virginia when SKY WARN 1s activated 
was unanimously approved. 


Announcements: 


The next ARES Institute training session will 
be held on January 10, 1998 in Building 10 of the 
Bethesda Naval Hospital on Wisconsin Avenue in 
Bethesda Maryland from 8:30 am until 5:00 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. The cost is $10 and includes 
a catered lunch on-site. For reservations, contact 
Lenny Schachter (N3RPQ) at +1 202 291 2189. 
Make checks payable to: “NCAC” and mail them 
to Lenny at: 1811 Quincy St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20011. 


Chuck Sommer (N4OSD) who, in October, 
proposed a charter flight to the Dayton 
Hamvention, reported that he has received “about 
enough interest to charter two ultra-lights.” 
Therefore, he will cancel the reservation to charter 
a Boeing 727 for the day-trip. 

Al Brown (KZ3AB) and Hugh Katz (KB3TB) 
announced that the Voice of America Amateur 
Radio Club station at VOA Headquarters 


Chapter X 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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(K3VOA) in Washington, DC will be on the on 
the air during the ARRL Ten-Meter Contest 
December 13-14 UTC. Members of the PVRC, 
headed by Leo Boberschmidt (W3LEO), will be 
operating the station. This is one of the rare 
contests where the District of Columbia is 
considered a multiplier. 

The Alexandria ARES will be operating during 
“First Night” on New Year’s Eve in Alexandria 
Virginia. They will have an area set up to originate 
NTS messages. 


A similar set up will be at Annapolis’ “First 
Night” by the Anne Arundel Amateur Radio Club. 
The Maryland Mobileers will have their hamfest 
on January 25 at the Odenton Fire Station in 
Odenton Maryland. Take MD Rte 32 East from 
the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the Odenton 
exit. The Fire Station is mile on the right. 


A motion to adjourn was entertained at 8:50 
pm. 


The next meeting will be held at Lee Center in 
Alexandria, VA at 8:00 pm on Wednesday, January 
14. See Auto-Call magazine for directions. 


Respectfully submitted, 

s/E. Allen Brown 

E. Allen Brown, KZ3AB - ZF2AB 
Recording Secretary 

Foundation for Amateur Radio 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 


OAKLAND, CA ® PHOENKX, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 
SAN DIEGO, CA * SUNNYVALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Historical Electronics ARC 
Laurel ARC 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 
Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)971-3905 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 
Joe Chidester W3SHZ 


HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail 


Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Rol Anders K3RA 

Pud Reaver W3 YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9IMX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Godfrey Miller N3GM 
Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 


AUTOLS CALL 


Club Training Contacts 


(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 


(410) HAM-TALK x3835 


(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(410) 969-0410 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 


(301) 984-6113 


(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 877-2607 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 691-2719 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Washington, DE 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Examiner 3 Rabe Aes 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1998, the General Class written exam question pool (Element 3b) will change. All 
books and study materials not based on this new pool will be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* Effective January 1, 1998, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.39. 


1998 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (W5YI VEC) 
Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Required, Elements 2 and 3a only 

Contact: John Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905 
Frank Mackey ‘K4EC€ (703)455-1510 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Z j 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon, ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 
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Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Preferred, Walk-Ins Accepted Contact: Bill Dobson 
N3WD (410)HAM-TALK 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) Pre- 
Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Timonium, MD (Hamfest) - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 


Contact: Bill Dobson N3WD (410)HAM-FEST 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 


TRAINING CLASSES 


GENERAL CLASS COURSE: The Laurel Amateur Radio Club (LARC) will offer a free 
GENERAL CLASS license upgrade class starting on Monday, February 2, 1998. The class will 
run 8 consecutive Monday evenings, from 7-9 PM, at 384 Main Street in Laurel, Maryland with 
a VE test session at the last class. For more information or to register please contact: Pud 
Reaver W3YD at (301)498-6293, e-mail: preaver @erols.com or Jim Cross WI3N at (301)725- 
6829, e-mail: jcross3 @erols.com. 


ADVANCED/EXTRA CLASS: The Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club will 
present an Advanced/Extra Class training course including CW and theory instruction beginning 
Wednesday, 11 February 1998 and running for approximately 10-12 weeks. Classes will run 
from 6:30 to 9:30PM every week and will be located:at the Museum in Linthicum, MD. There 
will be no fee for the course and the course is open to all licensed amateurs. For information 
and registration, contact Rol Anders, K3RA at (410)796-4792. 


ELMER COURSE: The Mt.Vernon Amateur Radio Club will present an Elmer Course to 
help new hams become more proficient in the hobby by transitioning from license exam study 

— to station building and actual amateur operation. If you have questions, problems, or are feeling 
left out of the amateur radio community, perhaps we can help. The course will meet from 
10:30AM to 2:00PM on the fourth Saturday of each month from January thru December at the 
Mt. Vernon Government Center on Parkers Lane in the Mt. Vernon area of Alexandria, VA. For 
information contact: Frank Lempicki, AA4ZS at (703)971-9304 or Chuck Haser, W3HSW at 
(703)660-6623. 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.35 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* WSYI VEC exams cost $6.35 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* Tf you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
‘prior to March.21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


- All submissions:must.be in writing 

. Date-and day.of week must be specified for each exam date 
. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


NUNN WN e 
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Alexandria 
Radio 
Club 


as 


Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 7:30 
PM at the Alexandria Fire Department 
_Administrative Office (co-located with Fire 


Station #54), 900 Second St., Alexandria, VA | 
Nets: Every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. on 147.315 
output / 147.915 input. (W4HFH repeater) 
Web page: http://members.aol.com/N4CWP/ 
W4HFH.HTML (or search on Yahoo: W4HFH 
or Alexandria Radio Club). 

Information: Rich -KA4GFY, 703-644-3920. 


If you missed the Alexandria Radio Club’s 
December meeting, you missed an excellent 
presentation by Paul Rinaldo, W4RI. Paul gave 
us Overview of spread spectrum, and some of the 
applications. In addition, he is on the league staff, 
and provided some insight to the recently 
concluded WRC-97 meeting. As usual with 
meetings like these, there is some good news and 
bad news. Ham radio didn’t lose any spectrum, 
but didn’t gain any either. For those of us who 
enjoy CW, it looks like it will stay as a requirement, 
at least for awhile. 


The January program was on MARS. No, 
we are not flying to the red planet, but learned about 
Military Affiliate Radio System. As mentioned in 
an earlier issue of “Auto Call” Navy-Marine Corps 
MARS has returned CW to their frequencies, BY 
POPULAR DEMAND, no less. CW is still around 
and still used. At the recent Straight Key Night, 
N4ASX was seen making a CW QSO with a station 
in Florida, but will not admit it if cornered. 


On the 6-meter front, N4ASX hit a small snag 
with his kit, but things are back on track soon. He 
expects to be up on 6 by the end of January. With 
the number of 6-meter transceivers on the market, 
another band is coming into its own. Most places 
have cable TV, so the problem with TV channel 2 
is gone. Try 6-meters, it’s an interesting band, with 
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the qualities of both HF and VHF. Many hams 
have worked real DX on 6 when the sun spots are 
right. Several Alexandria Radio Club members 
are heard on 6-meters. The club does sponsor a 6- 
meter repeater on 53.13 MHz. 


With the sunspots on the rise, the higher 
frequencies on the HF bands, such as 15 and 10 
meters will become great DX bands. ‘The best part 
of 15 and 10 meters is the antennas are not too 
large to fit in most townhouses and condos... The 
ever popular dipole, as well as some commercially 
available loop antennas will do the job just fine. 
Our February tech talk will be on electrical small 
antennas that can be used without upsetting your 
neighbors. 


The club plans to continue with programs at 
every meeting, and we are getting better every 
month. Programs range from technical subjects, 
to operating activities. This is not the same radio 
club. 


73, Rich, KA4GFY 


Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 
2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. | 
Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 
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On December 19th, the Club’s annual family 
Christmas Party was held in Ford Hall. Many 
attendees have said it was the “‘best one yet’. More 
than 125 persons (including at least 16 children) 
spent a most enjoyable evening renewing 
friendships, meeting new faces to go with familiar 
calls, partaking of the delicious and plentiful food 
and watching the children receive gifts from Santa 
Claus. Santa called each child by name and 
presented him or her with a gift which seemed most 
appropriate for the age and sex of the recipient. 
Coordinator Diane Frese/N3TLU deserved and 
received much praise for a job well done. Diane, 
in turn, declared that she couldn’t have done it 
without the help of many other club members and 
their spouses. 


AARC was once again an active participant in 
“First Night” in Annapolis. For the eighth year First 
Night Annapolis has transformed the city into “an 
exciting theater—without walls, a nonstop stage”. 
Local and nationally known actors, dancers, 
skaters, singers, comedians, etc. performed in sites 
all over the city. AARC set up a radio station in the 
lobby of the building at 191 Main St. Early in the 
afternoon an 80-meter dipole and a Ringo Ranger 
VHF antenna were set up on the roof. The coax 
cables were dropped right down the front of the 
building and into the front door. Ten club members 
and two walk-in hams helped at the site. Messages 
to send anywhere in the U.S. were taken from the 
passers by and transmitted from there to off-site 
members who were standing by at home to send 
them on their way in the National Traffic System. 
Bill Rynone and John Kohl/KO4A did a great job 
coordinating the activity. 


We have another silent key. George Schmitt/ 
W3NAE, 77, of Severna Park died of heart failure 
on December 25th in North Arundel Hospital. 
George helped organize AARC in 1951 and served 
as president four times. He also founded the 
Arundel Carvers Club and won awards for his duck 
carvings. George was born, raised and educated in 
Anne Arundel County. After working as a 
Bethlehem Steel machinist, he served in the Marine 
Corps on the USS Wilkes-Barre in WWII. He was 
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a member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary for 
28 years and volunteered his charter boat, 
Dutchman, for search and rescue missions with 
Flotilla 18 of the Auxiliary. He was a member of 
the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
as well as being involved with his community 
association. Since suffering a stroke several years 
ago which silenced his voice, George has remained 
an inactive but interested member of AARC. 


At the clubhouse on December 13th, Bob 
Israel/WC3I, Oscar Ramsey/NV3G and Charles 
Tiemeyer/W3RMD gave four tests to two persons. 
Two exams were passed with one upgrade. Other 
members of the team included Harlan Ray III/ 
AA3FE, Herb Elkin/NALVY, Robert Kammer/ 
N3POX, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3VRZ and Holly 
Bevan/N3MB. The next testing session at the 
clubhouse will be on February 14th. 


Frank Rose (formerly W3OWU) in now 
W3RO. Mark Biggerstaff (formerly N3MNU) is 
now W4PZN. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


Antietam 
Radio 
Association 


Meetings: First and Third Tuesday of the. | 
month at 8 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Washington County Regional Airport, 
Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 52, Hagerstown, 
MD. 21741 

Nets: Tuesday 7 p.m. 146.940 MHz.; Wednes- 
day 7 p.m. 447.975 MHz.; Thursday 7 p.m. 
147.090 MHz. 

Repeaters: 147.09+ and 146.94 -. 
Information: Donnie Sue Mulligan/ 
KB3A00 (301) 582-2984 


If you were not at our Antietam Radio 
Association’s Christmas Banquet, you missed a 
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great meal, good fellowship, fun, and information. 


The banquet was at Richardson’s Restaurant, 


started at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday evening, December 
13. We talked and ate Prime Rib, Chicken, and so 
much more on the buffet, met new people, saw old 
friends, and had a wonderful time. 


The Valley Amateur Television Society met on 
the Thursday evening before the banquet. Tim 
Keener/N3VGS gave out the Club Appreciation 
Award to Page Pyne/WA3EOP for serving as editor 
of their newsletter, Down In The Valley. Tim said 
he had received an award, also. It was the Bad 
Antenna Award. Seems as if Tim had been to the 
Smithsburg’s Crop Walk and his bracket on his 
antenna broke and he heard a dragging sound. Too 
bad there were spectators. 


Page talked about the MDIDC QSO Party, gave 


‘some of the history of it and Page and Al Brown/ 


KZ3AB handed out awards for the QSO Party. 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club won an award for the 
Club Division, and the International Division 
winner was Keith Pederson, WA3HAE. He works 
in New York and came down for our ARA Banquet. 
The QSO Party Committee is Page, Al, Tim, Gary 
Swales/N3VDU, and John Smith/N3TDN. 


We enjoyed your talk, Cyrus Jones! W3EHA 
REMEMBERS was our program for the banquet 
and we could not have had anyone better suited 
for the memories than Cy. He was past president 
of Antietam Radio Association, and was one of its 
founders. He talked about when he first got his 
license in 1933 at Fort Meade in Baltimore Harbor. 
He became a pharmacist in 1939, went to work at 
a drug store. 


There was a crisis on December 7, 1941 when 
the bombs dropped on Pear! Harbor and the radio 


operators went off the air. Cy saw ad in the paper 
stating if you were interested in radio, apply in 


Baltimore. He did but they already had enough 
applicants. 


His draft number ae getting closer so he 
joined the Sth Regiment Army. He went to Fort 
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Meade, got on a train, with the windows blacked 
out, and rode for four days. He was in Biloxi, MS 
at Keesler Field where he went through training, 
marching around in the woods, building obstacle 
Gourses. 


Cy’s next train ride was to Scott Field, IL, the 
Big Radio Base, where he taught Radio for 6 
months. He saw an ad for radio operator training. 
Cy went for that. He went to Seamore Johnson 
Field, NC, then to Yale University where they had 
a good radio course. While at Yale, Cy would see 
and/or hear Glenn Miller’s Air Force Band every 


“day at lunch. From Yale, Cy went to Boca Raton, 


FL where the hotel real estate in the 20s had built 
the luxury hotel. The Long Range Navigation took 
signals from several places and was very accurate. 


It was Top Secret. A train to Washington D.C. 
and a plane to Goose Bay, Labrador for refueling 
and all the guys were fed, which helped. A plane 
to Scotland at the crack of dawn and in the evening 
they were on a train to London, then to France 
where they saw paratroopers and planes when they 
were dropping bombs on Germany. From there, 
they went to Belgium where they took a boat back 
to Boston then on to Fort Meade, where Cy got 
out of the Army. 


Tim Keener, the President, gave Cyrus a 
lifetime membership to ARA. Hope to see you at a 
meeting, Cyrus! 


Until next time...73, Donnie Sue/KB3 A400 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWE 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


| Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 
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22np and ARRL $ 


Wi SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 22ND, 1998 a 
Ly VIENNA COMMUNITY CENTER 
TAILGATE SPACE $10 INCL odds n ends 


DXCC FIELD CHECKS 


PRIZE DRAWINGS HOURLY 
9 AM -3 PM 


Ham Radio 
flea market 


INFO: 

http://www.erols.com/k3mt/vws 

e-mail k3mt@erols.com 

Jim WA4LTO (703) 392-0150 

Lynda KF4LGR (703) 757-7021 eee 

AT METRO LOT 
isp As cial 

NOTE! FROM KISS@RIDE 


7:00 AM - 2:30 PM 


VEC EXAMS 
DAY BEFORE 
(SATURDAY 2ist ) 
9 AM 
AT COMMUNITY 
CENTER 


TALK-IN = 146.31 / 91 K4HTA 146.085 / 685 


TNX TO NVFMA VWS REPEATER 


contest rules have been followed. 


1998 VIRGINIA QSO PARTY 


Sponsored by the Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 


The Virginia QSO Party will be held March 21-23, 1998. Contest times are from 1800 UTC on March 21 
through 0500 UTC on the 22nd, and from 1100 UTC March 22nd through 0200 UTC on March 23. 


Plaques will be awarded to the top scoring contestants in the following categories: High VA All Mode, VA 
Mobile, VA Club, Single OP VHF, Single OP QRP, Single OP Out-of VA, single OP Novice/Tech and single 
OP CW. Certificates will be awarded to the top scoring single operator stations in these categories: Virginia 
county, U.S. state, Canadian province and DX country. 


Work fixed stations once per band/mode. Out-of-State stations work Virginia stations only. No cross-mode or 
repeater QSO's. Work VA mobiles in each county they operate. Mobiles or fixed stations on county lines 
count as one QSO and as many county multipliers as they offer. Count fixed stations only once as multipliers. 
VA mobiles receive a bonus of 100 additional points for each Virginia county in which they log a valid QSO. 


Exchange QSO number and QTH (County for VA stations, state, province or DX country for others). VA 
mobile stations log QSO's by county of operation. Identify all QSO's with band/mode, sequential QSO number 
sent/received and date/time of contact in UTC. 


Frequencies: 160 meters and up, except no WARC band QSO's permitted. Suggested frequencies: CW--1805 
KHz and 50 KHz up from band edge on others. PHONE --1845, 3860, 7260, 14260, 21360 and 28360 KHz. 
Novice/Tech Plus--10 KHz up from the edge of the CW band and 28360 KHz on PHONE. VHF -- 50.125, 
147.48 and 223.50 MHZ. UHF--446.00 MHZ. All frequencies plus or minus QRM and nets. No Repeater or 
cross-mode QSO's. 


Scoring: Count 1 point per Phone, 2 points per CW, and 3 points per VA mobile QSO (Phone or CW). 
Virginia fixed stations multiply QSO points by the total number of VA counties, U. S. states, Canadian 
provinces and DX countries. No extra multiplier for U.S.: VE, KH6 or KL7 (count as states or provinces only). 
Mobiles add to the Virginia fixed station score 100 bonus points for each Virginia county in which a valid QSO 
was logged. Outside of VA, multiply QSO points by the number of VA counties worked (maximum of 95) to 
obtain final score. Stations in Virginia independent cities select one bordering county as county multiplier. 


Follow standard ARRL contest guidelines. Submit separate logs for fixed and mobile operations. Multi 
operator stations must indicate all operators by call and will be in a separate category. Paper Logs, Summary 
and Dupe sheets required; No disks please. Summary sheet should include name, mailing address, call sign, 
number of counties in which operated, license class, club name and a signed statement that all contest rules and 
regulations have been observed. QRP stations please include a signed statement that transmitter output power 
was 5 watts or less at all times. Dupe sheets by band and mode are required for 200 or more QSO's. For Club 
Competition (minimum of 3 valid club entries), be sure to indicate club name on summary sheet and log. 
Contestants using computer logging and reporting software are required to verify scoring and duping to ensure 


» 


Mail contest entries by April 18, 1998 to VIRGINIA QSO PARTY, Call Box 599, Sterling VA, 20167. Include 
SASE for a summary of contest results. | 


Ethel Smnith (K4¢4MB) Memorial 
Gift Subscription 


Ethel Smith, KALMB, became a Silent Key last year on February 5. Ethel was the Editor 
of Auto-Call magazine for many years and was a long time supporter of the Foundation 
For Amateur Radio. During the last year, FAR sponsored a Sea Auto-Call subscription 
offer in memory of Ethel. 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio wishes to thank the following friends of Ethel who 
remembered her by giving Auto-Call in her name. Ethel was so dedicated to “her” 
magazine that I am sure she would be pleased of your gesture. [Note: this list was 
scheduled to be published several months ago, but was lost in 'cyberspace'. Please 
accept our apologies in the delay. ~ Tony Young, WA3 YLO.] 


KRIEGER ANDERSON, NGHAM 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG, WAGSQL 
ROBERT BARNES, KR3X 
JEFF COLOMAN (5) K2D0A 
LYNN HEALEY, AC4SM 
LAROCCA JONES, KC4UX0 
CAROLYN KEYDASH, N3D0N — 
DAVID KURANER, K2DK 
HANK MASON, W3FUD 
LESLEY MELAMED, (no call) 
RUTH PHILLIPS, K3ACR 
PACE PYNE, WAZEOP 
OSCAR REED, W3FQP — 
CHUCK SOMMER, N40SD 
JOHAN SVANHOLM, NR3F 
JOHN SWAFFORD, W4HU 
TONY YOUNG, WA3YLO 
KURT ZACHERLE, 4CAB 
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Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: ‘Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@tmn.com, 

(703) 241-5618. 


www: http://www. geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/Lab/4306/ 


December 16th Meeting — President Mike, 
NW3YV, called the meeting to order at 1945 hours. 


Members present were: Alan, KD4FRK, Tom, 


N4BYF, Dennis, W4PWF, Mike, NW3V, George, 
KR4MU, Jack, WA4FXX, and Walt, KT4EL. 


| Mike, NW3V, reported he had received an e- 
mail from David, KF4JAA, (previous visitor to the 
AARC) requesting help with an ugly weekend 
project that he was working on. The project was 


sponsored by the Historic Radio Museum. ° 


Walt, KT4EL, reported briefly on the SMALL 
(Surface Mounted Amplifier that’s Little and Loud) 
audio amplifier he had constructed froma kit, using 
“surface mounting” technology. The components 
were tiny, but not too hard to solder. Walt uses the 
SMALL to drive two speakers, well above the 
engine noise level (yuk), on his sailboat. The kit 
was designed by Sam Ulbing, N4UAU and 
discussed in QST, June 1996, Page 41. 


The following slate of officers for the AARC, 


who’s nominations had previously appeared in'the 


Beacon, were elected: 


President Jack, WA4FXX 
Vice President Dennis, W4PWF 
Secretary Mike, KA8O0PJ 
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Treasurer Tom, N4BYF 
Activities Chairman Mike, NW3V 


We also reelected Dennis, W4PWE and George 
KR4MU to serve as the AARC Representatives 
on the Foundation for Amateur Radio Board. They 
have graciously agreed to serve another year. 


. Thanks guys. 


Tom, N4BYF reported that Tom, W4LMW, a 
former longtime member of the AARC, underwent 
surgery at Georgetown Hospital. Tom, W4LMW 
said he was “hungry and wanted to go home”. 
Dennis will sent Tom a card from the club. 


Alan, KD4FRK and AARC ARES coordinator, 
reported the National Capitol ARES Council 
Institute will be January 10, from 8:30 -5:00, at 
the, Building 10, National Naval Medical Center, 
Bethesda. The program will cover — National 
Weather Service Basic Observer Course, Skywarn 
Net Control, Search and Rescue for Amateur 
Radio, When Repeaters Go Down — Simplex 
Operations, After the Hurricane — Lessons South 
Carolina Learned from Hugo, ARES/RACES 
Organization, Incident Command and National 
Traffic System Message Handling. (N.B. More 
details are in AutoCall, January 1998, pg 42. 


» * The meeting adjourned at 2020 for our Annual 
Christmas Party and Program. We had delicious 
spread of cake, cookies, eggnog, sodas and coffee. 


The grab bag of presents consisted of graphics 
for 'a home page, mini-speakers, an assortment of 
LED’s and a couple of British Amateur Radio 
magazines. Interestingly enough, no one drew the 
present they had brought to the Party. HI. 


During the party, Dennis, W4PWF and Jack, 
WA4EXX reported their observations that DX has 
opened wide on 10 meters. This prompted the usual 
discussion about the sunspot cycle. 


While “pigging out”, we watched the second 


half of the ARRL video, “Everything You Wanted 
to Know About Antennas, But Were Afraid to Ask”’. 
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Frank Rutter, K3AW, demonstrated the effects 
of different antennae using a signal generator and 
mini-antennae. For antenna skeptics, this is an 
excellent video, and clearly demonstrates the 
radiation patterns of different antennae that we 
normally find only in graphics. 


73, Walt, KT4EL, ex-Secretary 


Baltimore 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at Dulaney High School, 225 E Padonia Rd, 
shop #3... (June through Sept 97). -First 
Wednesday of the month -business meeting, 
Third Wednesday of the month - program. 
Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 

| (-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 


Club Net: Every Tuesday night at 8:30 pm on 
146.67/224.24. 

NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ | 
224.240 

Club BBS: (410) 252-6238 (min. 2400 baud) 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 


Greater Baltimore Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. 

Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 


BARC HOLIDAY EVENT 


The annual holiday dinner-dance was once 
again held at the American Legion hall in Towson, 
Md on December 17th. There were almost a 
hundred members and guests. Food service by Kirk 
and company of Atlantic Caterers met their usual 
high standards. Music, entertainment and games 
by Rockin’ Robin rounded out the evening of fun. 
_ It was great meeting people that we’ ve not seen in 
a long while. Some spouses, mostly wives, were 
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interested in the upcoming New Ham class. 
NEW HAM CLASS 


The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club joins the 
Baltimore County Board of Education in providing 
a New Hams class in the Adult Education program 
at Cockeysville Middle School. The class will be 
held for 8 Monday evenings from 7 to 9 PM, 
beginning on February 23. The ninth week will be 
a testing session, open to the public. 


Additional Information for the class is at http:/ 
/www.clark.net/pub/adult-ed/ or call 410-887- 
4064. Register on-site at the evening adult 
education centers on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
February 17 and 18. 


REPEATER UPDATE 


The new receive site in the I-95 corridor for 
the 146.07/67 repeater is working Great!! Set your 
PL to 107.2 to use the new site. It extends our 
coverage well into the whole northeast corner of 
the state. In 1997, we brought two new receivers 
online, extending our coverage on I-95, both north 
and south of Baltimore. 


HAMBOREE - Free admission available 


If you would like to get free admission to the 
Greater Baltimore Hamboree and Computerfest, 
host to the Maryland State Convention, then call 
us about working on the hamfest. This is one of 
the biggest hamfests within five or more states, 
and it takes a lot of people to cover the gates, 
parking and all the other needs. You also get a free 
lunch. Call 410-ham-talk, mailbox 3994 and leave 
information including name and address so that 
registration information can be sent to you. Do 
not wait until the last minute, we plan the 
manpower needs NOW. Call today! CLUBS-Come 
as a group, put together a team and let us know 
how many and when you are available. Wear your 
club colors while you work! 


73 for now, Doug N3VEJ 
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Dept. of State/ 
Voice of America 
Amateur Radio Club 


IGE OF AMERICA 


Voice of America 


Meetings: 2nd Friday at noon in Room 7239B, 
Wilbur J. Cohen Building, 330 Independence 
Ave SW., Washington, DC. 
Repeater: K3VOA (146.34 MHz Input, 
146.94 MHz Output). 


At its meeting 1 December 1997, the 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
(DOSARC) (W3DOS) elected officers for 1998: 


President: Michael T. Corbett , AF4GV 
Vice President: John H. Swafford, W4HU 
Secretary: George O. Glavis, WB6SBW 
Treasurer: Warren H. Frayne, WD4IZM 


Mike Corbett replaces Jim Walsh, K3JIM; 
Mike’s most recent overseas assignments were to 
Moscow and Havana. John Swafford and George 
Glavis ‘were re-elected. Warren Frayne replaces 
Jane Dorset, KG3R; now retired, he had Foreign 
Service assignments in Africa and Eastern and 
Western Europe. 


_ At its meeting 10 December 1997, the Voice 
of America Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA) 
re-elected its current slate of officers for 1998 - 
1999: 


President: E. Allen (Al) Brown, KZ3AB/ZF2AB 
Vice President: Hubert B. Katz, KB3TB 
Secretary: Stephen W. Bratcher, WE5X 
Treasurer: Richard D. Firestone, WA2PNJ 


Following the election, the VOA club was 
visited by two Mongolian amateurs, Sambuugiin 
Baatar, JTIBG, and Ch. Chadraawal, JT1CO. 


_JT1BG was pleased to find his QSL card on file 


for a QSO with Michele Cimbala, WK3X, during 
a guest operation at K3VOA. 


Check-ins to the Foreign Service Net reflect 
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improved propagation conditions: U.S. Foreign 
Service check-ins included Gary Shirk, S92AT/ 
KEIAT, Dale McMindes, S92DM/KA4HBW, 
Frank Patris, 9Q5PA/KC4PAU, Steve Wheelock, 
HR1SAX/K4IM, and Dennis Carter, J37LK/ 


_KE3TD. 


Former DOSARC President Tom Warren, 
K3TW, attempted to check in from Sarajevo, 
according to Tucker Stewart, NOMCL (“Mountain 
Climbing Lady”), who returned in late 1997 from 
an extended TDY there. 


Check-ins from the Western USA included 
Walt La Fleur, KSLWN, “Sherm” Sherman, 
W6QGD, Jim Henderson, KF7E, and Gale Conard, 
W7VPK/VE3VPK, all retired from or otherwise 
formerly associated with the U.S. Information 
Agency. John Swafford, W4HU, continues to serve 
as Net Control. Dex Anderson, W4KM, often 
checked in from K3VOA but has relocated to 
Rhode Island. 


Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00PM on 
the Dulles Airport repeater: N4FSC 145.310- 
Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 20172-1964 

Home Page: http://www.geocities.com/ | 
Silicon Valley/Way/8873 

Email: dulles_arg @ geocities.com 

Club callsign: W4DLS 

Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304. 


The Dulles Amateur Radio Group (DARG) is 
a family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with 
the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. Membership 
is open to all, and the club holds several social and 
Operating events each year. Dues are $20/yr for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
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repeater’s autopatch, and dues include a 1 year 
subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area hams 
are warmly invited to join our information net on 
Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm on the N4FSC 
repeater, 145.310-. 


A fine time was had by all at the annual DARG 
family holiday party. As always, it was a pot-luck 
affair, and folks outdid themselves in preparing 
goodies for the party. The raffle, always a highlight, 
raised a record amount to fund the club’s 1998 
activities. Bill, N4WJN was the top ticket seller, 
and Tom, WB8ZRP took home the top prize: a 
brand new Yaesu FT-5100R dual band mobile rig. 
Contrats Tom! 


DARG wishes everyone a healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 


73 de Mike, N4PDY 


Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Thursday of the 
month except July, August and December. 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
Net:Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 Mhz 
NZAN Repeater 


Packet: KE4YVU FARA7 node 145.070 Mhz 
with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin 
Board 145.090 Mhz, FARA9 node 145.090 
| Mhz. 
Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600). 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: 20th of the month. Contact 
Bonnie, n4qpb@mnsinc.com. 
Info: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 703-347-0112. 
FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 20187 
Web: http://www.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm. 
Next meeting: Feb 12. 


There was no meeting in December, however, 
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in its place was the club's annual Christmas party. 


Thanks to Duffy, KD6RNE, we had plenty of 
delicious ham, turkey and stuffing. Thanks also to 
everyone else who brought their share of delicious 
food. 


Near the end of the dinner there were presents 
for both the older and younger hams and children. 
As things were winding down Chuck, N4YXU 
acknowledged the outgoing secretary (Neil, 
AB4YK) and the incoming secretary (Craig, 
KF4NYZ) and set some expectations on the 
upcoming year. 


The breakfast this month did not have a very 
good turnout due to the first snowfall of the year 
and only two were present. The food, however, was 
very good as usual. We look forward to seeing you 
at the next meeting or breakfast. Until next month... 


73, Craig, KFANYZ 


Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Repeaters: *146.61 Cheverly, *146.88 
Greenbelt. *(Autopatch). 

Information: Don Tinari, W3RYQ, (301) 
262-7062. 

Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD. 20718. _ 
E-mail: mgreen @erols.com. 

Socials: Luncheon, Ist Saturday of each. 
month at 11:30 A.M., Laurel Centre Indoor 
Mall Eatery. 

Nets: 146.88 - Old Gent's Net, 9:30 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M. every day. Washington Adventist 
Amateur Radio Association Net, every 
Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 


HAM SAVES A HAM 


The following was submitted by Luis Luh, 
KQ4EY... . 
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base 

Don’t discount the Health and Welfare Creed 
of the Hobby. As we get older, we take many steps 
to assure our welfare, especially when living alone. 
Doc Farnham, N3NAG, a friend of mine, was 
recently released from the hospital after a bout with 
dehydration. He had secured himself in his home 
with his working daughter and a medical alert wrist 
band. | 


Doc is a regular check-in on the Old Gent’s 
Net and even serves as net control. During one of 
these nets on the 88 repeater, this 86 year old 
homebound ham made his regular check-in and 
transmission. Roy Ashlin, N3NGA, was awaiting 
his turn and become concerned when Doc’s speech 
seemed slurred and weak. He knew of Doc’s direct 
link to 911 through his medical alert wristband but 
realized that Doc was in trouble. 


Roy dialed Montgomery County 911 and got 
help-to-Doc. In this case, Doc was too weak and 
disoriented to use his medical alert button. After 
being taken to the hospital he was diagnosed with 
pneumonia and a collapsed lung but alive due to 
another ham. taking the health and welfare creed 
to heart. Thanks Roy. (Column Ed. Note: I am 
pleased to report that Doc is back home and doing 
well. On December 6th he was strong enough to 
attend the GMRA annual business luncheon 
looking “mighty chipper’’.) . 


ANNUAL BUSINESS LUNCHEON 


Approximately 40 people attended the annual 
business luncheon on December 6th at The Old 
Country Buffet, Laurel, Maryland. In addition to 
the usual club formalities, I am pleased to report 
that: 


_ (1) K3GXF, CT Davis, and Joe Nunemaker, 
KD3VR, were re-elected to their Board of Director 
seats, being unopposed. 


(2) New repeater controllers are being 
considered for purchase during the new year and 
will have some unique features such as increased 
word vocabulary, direct voice announcement 
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recording capability and the ability to hear your 
voice transmission returned for testing purposes, 
to name a few. 


(3) A 3rd Newsletter issue is under 
consideration, provided there is sufficient input 
material to warrant publication. Articles and 
photographs are solicited. 


(4) The NewsLine Amateur Radio audio 
bulletin will be broadcast on the 146.88 each Friday 
at 7 P.M. Transmissions will normally not exceed 
15 minutes. 


(5) The Board of Directors selected N3ZUY, 
Bruce Crabill, as a repeater Control Operator and 
N3HII, Harold Wood, (Woody), as Membership 
Chairman. Congrats to both. 


(6) There were two prizes raffled off at the 
luncheon. An Alinco, miniature 440 HT and the 
ARRL Antenna Book. N3ZUY, Bruce, was the 
lucky winner of BOTH PRIZES! We are still trying 
to figure the odds on that one. 


QST QST QST 


Once again GMRA goes QST. Three of our 
members, KA3DBN, KD3VR and yours truly 
appeared in the January issue of QST, pages 20, 
58 and 86 respectively. Thank you ARRL/QST. 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE 
~ - BROADCASTS ON 88 


Listen to the latest Amateur Radio and related 
information, each Friday, 7pm on the 88 repeater. 
Since the broadcasts are available from the Internet 
each Friday, they will be timely, especially for our 
sight impaired members. 


NEW RIG 


A special delivery was received by new 
GMRA members, Russell and Jennifer Rockte, 
KBSOTP and KA7NWC respectively, on 
December 18th at 701am. The delivery, packaged 
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in blue, is a late model 1997 miniaturized handheld, 
having an output power of 8.7 watts and 21 inches 
in length, model name, # Russell III. This is the 
Rockte’s 4th handheld. Congrats to both and 
grandpa, AKSZ, John Teer. 


A KINDLY ACT 


I would suspect that most of us, upon entering 
the local “candy store” and seeing a mint, used 2 
meter transceiver for a great price, would snap it 
up for ourselves immediately. Not so for Bruce, 
N3ZUY. Knowing that our youngest member was 
in need of a base rig and limited in funds as most 
teenagers are, he purchased it for the lad a week 
before the holidays. The transceiver cost more than 
the young man could afford so Bruce paid the 
difference under the condition that community 
service be performed. The service would be in the 
form of work details at Bruce’s residence. Plenty 
of leaves to rake I imagine. Thanks Bruce, that was 
a kind act. (A special thanks to V/P Joe Nunemaker, 
KD3VR, for testing the unit and correcting a minor 
problem.) 


73 de Murray, K3BEQ 
mgreen @erols.com 


Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, | 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics ] 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 


Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Info: Nick Yokanovich, N3Y VW, (410) 544- 
5736. Club Station: W3GR. 

Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


At the December meeting the following officers 
were elected for 1998: 
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President: Nick Yokanovich N3 YVW 
Vice President: Les Jamison WR3X 
Secretary: Alan Raichel N3IKI 
Treasurer: Ernie Farkas K3CBW 


W2W 


The Pearl Harbor Day Special Event Station 
W2W operation on December 6th and 7th was quite 
a success. A total of 650 QSO’s were enjoyed: 
HFSSB 460, HFCW 128, ATV/FM 11, 48 FM and 
3 RS-12 Satellite. Contacted were: 48 States, most 
Canadian Provinces and 23 DX calls-including 
Japan. One high point was a QSO with the USS 
Arizona Pearl Harbor Special Event Station in 
Tempe AZ. The TBL-13 provided one mornings 
activity and now a search for a heat sensitive 
component will begin. 


TOWER ANYONE? . 
HEMARC is looking for a good but modest 
tower for its Tri-Band Yagi. 30/40 feet would be 
fine. Call Herman Turner WK3P 410-647- 4178 
if you know of one being available. There is a tax 
deduction for donating it to the Museum. 


The technical session of the December meeting 
was an ARRL video tape of digital modes for ham 
radio which covered RTTY, AMTOR and Packet. 


Training Classes Completed 


Rol Anders, K3RA has completed the General 
Class upgrade training sessions. NSRNV, N3KRR 
and N3ZXO were elevated to Technician Plus or 
passed the General Class theory. Heru Wamsley, 
W3WVV and Ray Robley, KD3KK have 
completed their Elmering Hands-on-hamming 
class. 


UPGRADE CLASS FOR ADVANCED/ EXTRA 
ANNOUNCED 


Beginning on Wednesday February 11, 1998 


at 6:30 PM, HEMARC will conduct a class in 
theory and code for upgrading to ADVANCED/ 
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EXTRA Class. The program will be held at the 
Museum, has no fees and is open to any licensed 
amateur. The class will meet from 6:30 to 9:30 
PM for about 12 weeks. For more information and 
to register for this class call Rol Anders, K3RA at 
410-796-4792. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 


Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 
December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & 5th Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 | 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: Mark/N3NTQ (301) 572-2385 
or Roger/W3LM (301) 776-6961. 

Web Site:http://www.webtrek.com/~laurel/ 
org/larc. E-mail: laurel @webtrek.com 


As I write this, another very active year for the 
Laurel ARC has just ended. December found us 
enjoying our annual Holiday Banquet which 
combined our November and December meetings. 
At this meeting we were presented with a plaque 
from the Antietam Radio Club who sponsors the 
MD-DC QSO party in August. We were the winner 
of the club category for the second year in a row. 


‘We’ ll be going for that elusive three in a row next 


year. I hope there are more clubs that jump into 


- that competition. It’s a great thing for your 


membership. 
On the 27th of December we helped the DC 


Roadrunners with their 10/20 mile run through the 
Beltsville Agricultural Center. It was a little nippy 
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and snowy, but the runners ran and the club 
communicated. These activities give us a good 
chance to practice directed net operation. 


In November we opened our club station to a 
number of scouts to participate in the Jamboree 
On The Air (JOTA). We were able to work several 
other stations with scouts and all the kids got to 
talk. 


Our antenna building party went well the end 
of October. Members and friends built about a 
dozen copper tubing 144/440 MHz dual band J- 
Pole antennas. They measured, cut, cleaned and 
soldered. It was a great experience for folks who 
haven’t had the opportunity to work with materials 
that way. We’re starting to plan for the next 
building party. Maybe an amplifier??? 


Our president Mark/N3NTQ swapped his 
position with John/N3GXA our secretary/ 
newsletter editor. Patti/N3OYN remained as 
treasurer, and Jerry/N3WSG stepped in as vice 
president. We wish them all a successful year in 
their positions and I’m sure they will have one, 
since all the club members will work hard to see 
that they do. 


Finally, we have installed an antenna and 
feedline (purchased by the Prince George’s 
Emergency Operations Center) on the Laurel 
Regional Hospital in preparation for any of those 
E] Nifio snow events that may come our way. The 
Woman’s Club of Laurel is donating money for us 
to purchase a power supply and transceiver for the 
position. We’ll have more in future columns about 
this latest venture. 


Happy hamming! 73 de Jim/WI3N 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur — 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 


Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 

WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright/MADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt KA3TGY 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 
984-6114. 


Here we are, into another new year - 1998. I 
wonder how many months it will take us to realize 
that we'll be writing 199-8 instead of 1997 on all 
our correspondence and checks. I, for one, usually 
have this down-pat by the middle of March. Good 
luck to the rest of you. 


Our Christmas Dinner was held, once again, 
at the Golden Bull Grande Cafe in Gaithersburg, 
on December 4th. We had a good crowd show up 
for this gala event and a good time was had by all. 


It was lots of fun recapping the events that took 
place with MADRAS members during the 1997 
season. During our Christmas dinner we were 
remembering the special events we participated in, 
some of our great programs on meeting nights and 
of course, Field Day - 97. Everyone agreed that 
the past year seemed to fly by and they could hardly 
believe that we would be entering 1998 in another 
month. 


Most of our members had very exciting 
holidays this year, which is a good way to end one 
year and start another. Leo Boberschmidt 
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KA3TGY, now has a new call for all of us to 
memorize. Leo is now proudly using the call sign 
of W3LEO. Also, Irv McWherter N3LDY, passed 
the code and is now a Tech Plus. 


MADRAS extends it heart felt sympathy to 
Michele Cimbala WK3X, who lost her mother 
during the holiday season. She had suffered several 
strokes and passed away before Christmas. 


Leo Boberschmidt W3LEO, is busy lining up 
our 1998 meeting schedule. We do hope as many 
of you as possible will be able to attend more 
meetings this year. We are still meeting on the 
second and fourth Thursday of the month, at 7:00 
P.M., in the meeting rooms at St. Paul’s Church. 


Questionnaires were sent out to all the members 
concerning our non-meeting Thursday night Net. 
There was talk of changing the time of the Net in 
order to accommodate more members. If you 
haven’t contacted Leo W3LEO, with your requests, 
please do so. 


HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
13,,.. Jean NSPE 


The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First Friday of each month at 

| Baldwin Hall, Millersville, MD. a 
Repeaters: W3CU (PL 107.2) - 146.805 & 
449.125 both in Millersville, Md. W3VPR - 
442.3 in Annapolis - Joint usage AARC. 
Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, © 
Md. 21144 mania 
Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time 
every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net | 
@ 19:00 Monday on 28.230 MHz. 
Information: Bill Ziegler KA6TYY (410) 
987-2384 (email: Zzziggy @aol.com). 
Web: http://www.erols.com/wb3v/mmarc/ 
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Greetings from the Mobileers! 


Tf you live in Anne Arundel County and don’t 
belong to a club, then give us a try! Thought I 
would mention a couple of upcoming events in 
1998 for the Mobileers. 


The Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
has a membership of about 140 people from all 
kinds of back grounds of work, age and interests. 
In our club we have those who live for CW , long 
range HF communications, computer internet and 
packett radio stations as well of those, like me, that 
just seems to hold a conversation now and then on 
two meter VHF-FM radios. 


We have several club sponsored events and if 
you are interested in joining any of them, even if 
you are not a member, please give me a call and 
join us. Armed Force Day in May will be spent on 
the USS TORSK in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, The 
TORSK is a decommissioned submarine and we 
set up our radio’s and try to get as many contacts 
as we can. It is amazing how many people want to 
talk to us when we are in the sub! 


We also have a large Field Day Event each 
June. This site is usually in the woods or a park 
and gives us all a chance to try out our emergency 
communications skills. 


That’s it for this month. Please note our club 
meeting, breakfast and net times. We would be 
happy to meet you and share some good “Ham 
Stories”!! Don’t Hesitate to use our repeals if 
you are in the area. 


73, Bill/KA6TYY 


Reminder - all submissions for 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Metropolitan 
Communications 
Network Radio 
Club, Inc. 


- 


Meetings: Quarterly, Second Sunday of the 


month at 13:30 p.m. Place TBA 

Repeater: 52.250 IN/53.350 Out. 

Net: AM Coffee net Sunday 9:00 AM on 
50.400 

Information: 6608 N. 18th St. Arlington, VA | 
22205 1 


The Metropolitan Communications Network 
Six-Meter club met on 14 December 1997 at the 
home QTH of Lukas Hoska, WA3UEA. There were 
nine members present. The following officers were 
elected for the coming year: 


President Joe Saunders 

Vice President Chris Kushay 
Treasurer Bron Kidwell . 
Secretary Mary Milligan 


There was discussion on the maintenance of 
the repeater as well as a discussion of the new 
equipment that is being sold covering the six-meter 
frequencies. 


The Sunday Morning coffee net continues to 
have a steady group of check-ins. Check-ins 
usually increase with the bad weather and lack of 
hamfests to attend. 


73, KAIKWP 
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The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Rotating locations among 
Hagerstown MD, Frederick MD, Martinsburg 
WV and Gaithersburg MD. 

Net: Tuesday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 

4 State10M net: Wednesdays at 2000 local 


on 28.315. 

Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 
Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS (301) 416-8447 and 
(301) 473-4151. 

Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/madra 
E-Mail: madra@juno.com 


OK, Gang, what do you think of the new look 
in our various departments? The weekly 2M net 
has been shifted to Thursday night and we hope 
that has opened the way for more check-ins and 
better distribution of club info. Just think: when 
the grass needs to be cut again, you can cut it on 
Tuesdays, use Wednesdays for rain dates and still 
make it to the net on Thursdays. In 1997 we had 
mixed reactions to shifting the net one-half hour 
later during Daylight Saving Time. Please let us 
know what you think of that before we try it again. 


By now you should also have some opinions 
on the new BBS card and software. Please pass 
them along via the comment cycles on the nets or 
use our new club e-mail address. If you’ve been 
an active member in the past and we have a good 
SnailMail address for you then you should have 
also had a chance to look over the new charter and 
bylaws. We’re interested in your comments on 
them, too, because we’ll be asking the current 
membership to vote on them in March (or April if 
you give us a lot of changes). 
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As some of you know, we started 1998 with 
our dinner meeting for January in a classy new 
place (new to us), Wuerzburg Haus in 
Gaithersburg. When we first called in December 
to set up the dinner, the maitre d’ was panicked, 
thinking that two dozen hungry Hams were on the 
way to the restaurant the same day. He was much 
relieved to learn that he had until January 8 to plan 
for us. 


For the next few months we have the dinner 
meetings planned out to some extent. Check the 
bulletins and nets for last-minute details: 


February - Fire House Pub and Grill, Mount 
Airy, Maryland 

March - [*Italian restaurant*], Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 

April- Red Hot & Blue, Frederick, Maryland. 


May-_ [*Chinese restaurant*], Martinsburg, 
West Virginia. 
June- Brewers Alley, Frederick, Maryland. 


July- Roy’s Place, Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
August - Casa Rico, Frederick, Maryland. 


» Names in brackets [**] still need to be filled in 
so check the nets and BBSs. 


A lot of us liked the Washington Spy Restaurant 
in Hagerstown so that’s a good candidate for 
September or later. Just let us know via e-mail or 
the nets. As before, dinner meetings are all planned 
for 7 PM on the second Thursday of each month. 
Now there’s a new incentive to come to the dinner 
meetings: you can watch N3TWN running the 2M 
net from the restaurant while his dinner gets cold 
and the rest of us critique his performance. 


We’re also planning to add slow-scan TV using 
the 220 repeater during the Thursday night nets. If 
we do it from the dinner meetings, just don’t expect 
full-motion video later. We’ll want to stay with 
slowscan so you won’t be able to spot our bad table 
manners. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 
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Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 


Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 

Internet: http://www.qsl.net/marc 

Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210. 


Check into the MARC Sunday Night Net at 
7:30 pm any and all Sundays. Volunteers are 
needed to act as net control. If you have never 
acted as net control but want to give it a try, contact 
Todd N3QFZ (snowsrfr@dc.infi.net). Someone 
will help you with scripts, advice and “hand- 
holding” during your first net. Sunday Night net 
control ops needed! 


MARC Membership RENEWALS 


The time for discounted dues for renewal is 
over, BUT that does not mean that you should 
renew right away. The membership count for 1998 
currently stands at 241. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Welcome to new members since November: 
Kevin Akers, KC4BFH; Marshall Finch, KB3BUS; 
Wil Wong, KB3BVP; Mike Lewallen, KB3BVU; 
John Cavallo, KB3BWP; Steven Cavallo, 
KB3BWU; Mike Lew, KE4GYZ; Keith Nicholson, 
WA3OXU; Paul Konigsburg, N3ZYU; Bill Harms 
Associate; Kathy Thomas, Associate 
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Congratulations to Chuck N3UUR on his upgrade 
to TECH+ and to Skip Hamilton on getting his first 
license KB3BXV, TECH+. 


ATTENTION SEVERE WEATHER ENTHUSIASTS 


Do you like spring and summer thunderstorms? 
Were you at the August MARC meeting when I 
showed my video from last springs chasing, and 
wished you were there? Do you catch yourself 
trying to watch every tornado show that comes on 
TLC, The Weather Channel, or PBS? Then you 
may want to join me this upcoming spring in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, eastern New Mexico and parts 
of Colorado, and Nebraska, for some severe storm 
and tornado chasing! 


I am in the early-to-mid part of planning for 
my trip. There are of course some requirements, 
recommendations, and pluses I will be considering 
when choosing my partner (limited to one partner 
due to size of my chase vehicle). Please contact 
me as soon as possible even if your remotely 
interested, because I don’t want to leave any 
prospective candidates behind. 


Here is how you can contact me: 


@ Home 301-208-8663 (Preferred) 
@ Work 301-340-7565 

Fax 301-340-9607 

Pager 301-998-2162 

Mobile 301-385-0965 

e-mail cnikki340 @aol.com 


or just catching me on the 146.955 repeater. 


If you don’t talk to me directly, please leave 
any fax numbers, e-mails, or voice messaging 
numbers so that I can provide you with the general 
information of what I am looking for in a chase 
partner. 


Thank you., Jason Foster, N3PRZ 
REMOTE SITE PERFORMANCE 


As reported in Autocall last month the remote 
receive site in Germantown Mad. is up and running 
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and performing excellently! Coverage into parts 
of Frederick County has been improved 
significantly. Many areas that had formerly 
required use of a mobile transceiver now only 
require a moderately powered ht with a good rubber 
duck antenna. We are truly pleased with the 
perfomance and coverage increase! Thanks again 
to all who helped install the site. See you on 
146.955. 


Best 73’s, Todd-N3QFZ 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 
PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, 1st Wed of the 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 447.025/442.025, 
907.5/ 917.5, and 1272.1/1292.1. 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt KF4OSL, 
(703) 330-7429 or email to ammom | 
@erols.com. 

E-mail address: nvfma@juno.com. 

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/ 
Silicon Valley/Way/5337/ 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


The holidays have come and gone and by the 
time this column is published your Association will 
have at least three new Directors and a new slate 
of Officers. Our 70 cm repeater is working well 
and I’d venture to say our 6 meter repeater is getting 
some DX now and then given the long awaited 
upswing in the solar cycle. 
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There is still ample opportunity for the District 
of Columbia area to have some real winter weather 
So keep those batteries charged and your tire chains 
at hand. You just might be needed to assist in 
providing communications and/or transportation 
services to one or more of our local communities. 


73, Maury, W4HYB 
Potomac 
Valley 


Vice President 
=. Radio Club 
Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K3NA 145.63, 
K4FJ 145.77, KE3Q 145.57 445.375, N3RR 


145.51 441.325, N4OHE 145.710 440.925, 
N4SR 145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 
145.61 440.95. 


Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/~pvre 
Reflector: pvrc @ pagesz.net 
Information: Rich Boyd, KE3Q, (301) 464- 
8014, rboyd @capaccess.org 


PVRC is a non-dues regional HF and VHF 
contesting club. Members submit their scores both 
for individual awards as well as contribute to PVRC 
club competition awards. Contests are a great way 
for the new operator to check his equipment and 
skills. Call/packet/email me for contest or 
membership information or contact KE3Q. 


State QSO parties are a good place to start. You 
work only stations in the sponsoring state while 
stations in that state work anybody. Work stations 
once for each band and mode. Due to limited space 
and the fact that you do not have to submit your 
score to participate and help the score of others, I 
have not discussed score calculations. The 
exchange is either QSO number and QTH or RS(T) 
and QTH. The QTH is your state or, if in the 
sponsoring state, your county. When required, 
everybody usually sends a report of 59 or 599 (Snn) 
regardless of the actually signal. Local times are 
shown below though logs should be kept in UTC. 
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The following are five state QSO parties in 
February. 


Vermont: 6th 7ato 7th 12m, CW: 1.825, 3.55, 
7.05, 14.05, 21.05, 28.05 Mhz. SSB: 1.86, 3.96, 
7.26, 14.26, 21.36, 28.36 Mhz. Novice up 25 kHz 
from subband edge. Send RS(T) and QTH. 


New Hampshire: 6th 7a to 7th 12m. CW: 30 
kHz up, Novice 30 kHz up in subband, SSB: 25 
kHz up in general band. Send RS(T) & QTH. 


Delaware: 7th 12n-12m and 8th 8a-8p, CW: 
1.825, 3.55, 7.05, 14.05, 21.05, & 28.05 Mhz. 
SSB: 1.86, 3.96, 7.26, 14.26, 21.36, & 28.36 Mhz. 
QSO number and QTH. 


Maine: 7th 8a to 8th 2a CW: 1.81, 3.535, 
7.035; 14.035; 21.035, 28.035. SSB 1.875, 3.935, 
7.235, 14.28, 21.38, 28.32, 29.61, & VHF. Send 
RS(T) and QTH. 


North Carolina: 28th 7a-7p and Mar Ist 7a- 
Tp. CW 3.54, 3.74, 7.04, 7.14, 14.04, 21.04, 21.14, 
28.04, & 28.14 Mhz. SSB: 3.86, 7.26, 14.26, 21.36, 
& 28.36 Mhz. Send QSO number and QTH. 


The following are the highlights of a few of 
the 28 HF contests known to be scheduled in 
February. Watch here for future VHF contest 
notices. 


Classic radio exchange. 7th 7p to 8th 11pm. 
CW: Up 60 kHz from edge. Voice: 3.88, 7.29, 
14.28, 21.38 & 28.32 Mhz. All radios must be at 
least 10 years old. Work anybody. Exchange RST, 
state, Rx and Tx model (or PA tube or transistor). 
School Club Roundup. 9th-13th of Feb 8a-8p each 
day. 1.8 - 28 Mhz bands SSB, CW, and novice. 
Send call, RS(T), class, and QTH. Class is I 
(individual), C (non-school club), or S (school 
club). Operate 24 of the 60 hours. 


YLRL YL-OM Contest. SSB, 14th 9a to 15th 
9p. 3.8 - 28 Mhz bands. YL only work OM and 
OM only work YL. Send QSO number, RST, and 
QTH (section; DX send country) 
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ARRL DX Contest CW, 20th 7p to 22nd 7p. 1.8 - 
28 Mhz bands. Work stations outside Canada and 
the 48 states. Send RSTstate (ex: Snnva) and get 
RSTpower (5nn100 or 5nnitt). This is one of the 
“big six” contests and PVRC will hope to win the 
club competition category. 


CQWW 160 Meter, SSB. 20th 5p to 22nd 11a. 
Send RS and state. DX stations send prefix or 
country abbreviation. 1830-1835 kHz should be 
clear for DX QSOs. 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 410-757-6706, 
wilder @clark.net, or via the above 
packet network. 


Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each | 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., | 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 
Club Station: K3CEZ 
Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW | 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA did not hold it’s regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, December 2, 1997. Club 
President, Frank, WA32MW called members with 
the sad news that his Daughter, Muriel, had a severe 
heart attack. 


Muriel had been attending the club meetings 
and driving her Dad, Frank, so he could attend. 
Muriel has also been very helpful in trying to 
rebuild interest in the club hoping to draw members 
back to the meetings. 


PGWA has been wishing for a more active 
participation in club activities this coming year. 
Working directly with the Red Cross in any disaster 
situation needing Amateur Radio communications 
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is one of our main functions. We are always hoping 
to hold “Field Day” operation and any local Public 
Service events. 


We hope that Muriel recovers fully from her 
illness and looking forward to resuming our regular 
meetings in the Prince Georges Chapter American 
Red Cross Building in Hyattsville. 


73s from Ken Easton N3HLY 


wine ys 


& % Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 
Sane? Club 


Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 


month except July and August at Sterling 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or viaemail KS4I[@ AOL.com. 


Fifteen club members and guests attended the 
December SPARC meeting. James Chappell, 
KQ4NR updated us on the progress of our 
incorporation. We have decided to become SPARC 
Inc. and after we receive our formal paperwork 
we will work toward becoming a non-profit tax 
exempt organization. 


Many thanks to the folks at Loudoun 
Healthcare who presented certificates of 
appreciation, patches & pins and a copy of the 
dedication program for the new Loudoun Hospital 
to all of the volunteers who assisted with their move 
in October. The presentations were made at the 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group’s Holiday Party in 
December. 


The meeting concluded with a video provided 


by Kenwood that highlighted all the features of 
their new TM-V7A mobile radio. 
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Please don’t forget that your annual SPARC 
membership fees are now due. 


Happy Valentines day and 73! 
Bill, KS411 


Vienna 
Wireless 
Society 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 


MHz __ Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, | 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(-). 
Information: Mike Toia, K3MT, president, 
(703) 757-7021; Program:Mike Steussey 
AE4R,(703) 281-0010. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


February means Winterfest! This year’s is on 
February 22 at the Vienna Community Center. To 
attend hassle free, park at the Vienna Metro Station 
and ride the free bus. The proceeds from Winterfest 
go to supporting two FAR Scholarships, the Victor 
C. Clark and the Paul Wilkins memorial 
scholarships. Both are in honor of distinguished 
club members, now silent keys. 


If you are, or know, a college student who is a 
ham, be sure and make him/her aware of the FAR 
scholarship program. It’s a great way to get money 
for school! 


VWS meetings are the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month, at 7:30 at the Vienna 
Community Center. Come on out and learn 
something from one of our great speakers, and meet 
the local hams (need help with that antenna?). 
January’s second meeting featured a talk on the 
new Amateur Radio RF Hazard regulations. See 
you in February! 


73, Kerry WA4BQM 
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Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


_Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link. | 


Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4GJZ 
224.78 (-), WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LJZ 
144.99 simplex PL-100 HZ 

Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Jim Stearns, KC4ZHQ (703) 
670-3480. 


f Change Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 
5 | 703/878-0697 
Web Page: http://www.pwcweb.com/wwi/ 


WWI #1 1997 ARRL VHF QSO PARTY 


Another amazing achievement by Woodbridge 
‘Wireless. During the September 1997 VHF 
contest, the mountaintop crew made 1090 Qs and 
228 mults for a score of 315,096 points which was 
enough to place #1 in the country in the limited 
_multi-op category (6 meters, 2 meters, 220 Mhz, 
and 440Mhz). 


a en ieee a) eee are 


This is a first after many years of operating 
from on top of Flag Pole Knob. We’re not sure if 
it was the great food cooked by master chef 
KA4CKI, or having a John’s Don up on top of the 

- mountain (we didn’t have to communicate as close 
_ to nature). 


Whatever the reasons, congrats to the 
_September participants: W4NF, KA4RRU, 
_KA4CKI, W4RM, W4CE, W4DC, KS5OF, K4RG, 

WAODYJ, WB4RDV, and W4AD. Check the 
- January 1998 QST for details. The next mountain 

top excursion will be June 13 & 14, 1998. Everyone 
_is welcome to experience the great outdoors. 


WWI HOLIDAY PARTY WAS A SUCCESS 


The 24th annual WWI Holiday Party was great. 
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The food at Kilroys was the best we have had in 
many years. Carl Henson (WB4ZNH) gave a fine 
talk about his trip to Yemen that was even enjoyed 
by the non-ham YLs (I guess it was because he 
didn’t get to operate ham radio). The main door 
prize (a 2M HT) was won by the Martha Henson. 
Thanks to KT4AD for arranging the party, and to 
all the door prize contributors: WAODYJ, HRO, 
KT4AD, W4DC, KR4KF, KC4ZHQ, and the Boy 
Scouts. See you next year. The tentative date is 
December 5, 1998. 


The program for the January 13th WWI 
meeting will be on first aid presented by the 
Buckhall Rescue Squad. The program for the 
February 10th meeting will be about effective wire 
antennas presented by Phil, KT3Y. All are 
welcome to our meetings - Visit the WWI 
homepage for directions. 


hanes CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 
Then you should belong to the \, 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
_ For information write: 
159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
htto://www.teleport.com/~qcwa 


| 3394 Fort Meade Road | bi 
Laurel, Md. 20724 104M to SPM Mon-Fri 
Q 1) 725-1212 }DAM to 3PM Saturday 


"Kenwood, Icom, Alinco, Standard — 
Home of WeatherNode™ 


Wireless weather information to your computer. 
Visit av on the Internet at http://www weathernode. com 
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SG-5G ELECTRONICS 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


S01T2a8-735 73 
It's Hamfest Time Again! 


Will you buy used gear from some 
guy at a hamfest, take it nO 


and find 
It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 


GaoG ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
in the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired or a - 


FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 


AND BY APPOINTMENT eS a 
Pa VISA and MasterCard Accepted ed Bd . 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 
ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


- FOR SALE: Complete Yaesu HF station, FT-707 
- transceiver, FV 707 DM digital VFO/memory. FC 
~ 707 antenna coupler. FP-HD power supply. YM36 
- microphone, one owner, never mobile, used as 
’ back-up station. In original boxes and all manuals, 

_ FB condition and appearance. $400.00 firm. Yaesu 
_ dynamic microphone, MD1, new condition, 

- $40.00. Yaesu 2 meter hand transceiver, FT-209R, 
_with extra FNB-4 battery pack. Never used. All 
‘new’ condition w/manual $150.00. George, 
_ WA4AEI, (703) 765-9583. [02/98] 


seit oe 


. 


NRE Wye 


FOR SALE/TRADE: Vintage manuals for 
u Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, National, Globe/WRL, 
Heathkit, Allied/Knight, Johnson Viking, Elmac, 
Bk ‘Gonset, Eico, B&W, RME, Conar, B&K, Harvey 
Wells, Morrow, Lafayette, Mosley, Drake, 
Regency, Ameco, Clegg, Genave, Utica, 
~Polycomm, Pierson, Davco, Archer/Realistic, 

Subraco, RCA, Simpson, Triplett, HP, Superior, 
_ Swan, Howard, Echophone, Millen, McMurdo 
’ Silver, Paco, Precision and more. NI4Q, Al, P.O. 
Box 690098, Orlando, FL. 32869-0098 (407) 351- 
iF 5536, e-mail ni4dq@juno.com. [02/98] 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the 1st day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: Tandy 1000TL desktop computer, 
32MB hard drive (approx 51HB doublespace), 
720KB 3.5 floppy, 360KB 5.25 floppy, 2400BPS 
internal modem, Tandy mouse/pad, CM-11 color 
monitor, printer cable, 5.25 floppy case with disks, 
software on hard drive: HS-DOS 6.2, Norton 
Utilities 7.0, Procomm Plus V2.01, MS-Word 4.0, 
in excellent condition ideal for dedicated packet - 
$100.00; Multi-Tech 224 external 300/1200/ 
2400BPS modem with pwr supply/docs excellent 
condition - $20.00 (410) 329-2255 home. [01/98] 


FOR SALE: Timewave DSP-59 Plus Audio Noise 
Reduction Filter - excellent condition - $175.00 - 
(410) 329-2255 home. (01/98) 


FOR SALE: New (unused items) - Tucker 2500 
dummy load (2500 watt plus rating - with internal 
air cooling) - $135-00; Hygain BN-4000D balun 
(1:1 50 ohm 1.6Mhz - 30 Mhz current balun rated 
at 4000 watts PEP) - $80.00; Yaesu MH-IB8 hand 
microphone - $30.00; Alpha Delta HV-2KW (5) 
lightning arrestors - $35.00 each; Targus deluxe 
universal case padded portable computer/printer 
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sections, accordion file pocket, zip-down 
workstation with pockets 16.5"W x 2.5nH x 12"D 
- $120.00 (all the above are unused) - (410) 329- 
2255 home. [01/98] 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FI-727 2m/70cm HT with 
desktop charger, $275; Icom R-1 scanner 0.1-1300 
MHz includes cellular $300; JiM M-100 pre-amp 
for HT $85. Ask about free extra battery and 
headset. Sig, NV7AA, signer@erols.com, (202) 
712-4085, fax (202) 467-0053. [01/98] 


FOR SALE: AEA IsoLoop 10-30 antenna with 
optional IT-1 Automatic Tuner, like new in box. 
$200 call Greg (W5ZNT) at (703) 938-1329. [01/98] 


FOR SALE: Ham Home, No. Virginia, Manassas 
area. 4 Bedroom, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car attached garage, 
fully finished basement with radio room. Lot has 
5 acres, x-large deck/hot tub. Four towers with 40 
meter beam, stack of 3-phased 4 element, 20meter 
beams, monobanders on 15, 10 and 6 as well as 
contest quality VHF/UHF installation. Best of 
everything. Appraised at $202K but priced under 
market with all antennas and towers included. Years 
of work to set up just plug in your rigs and your 
ready to operate. Call Mike, KB4CVL (703)791- 
8280 or kb4cvl @erols.com [02/98] 


FOR SALE: Repeaters, UHF (440-470) and VHF/ 
2M (144-170) General Electric Mastr I, Exec II, 
& Mastr Pro - Antennaes, Duplexers, Hardline & 
Connectors Call Gary N8BOR at (703) 590-1906. 


WANTED: Early pre-1980 microcomputers for 
museum collection. Also early microcomputer 
sales literature and magazines. KK4WW (540) 
763-3311 or (540) 382-2935. [10/98] 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 
DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- 


WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 

73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen@erols.com 
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NORM'SROTORSERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301)874-5885 


NS 


We Rebuild Rotors 


Plus: 
- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, WO9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


(07/98) 


[SWP] 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 
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The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 


Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 
@ Code Tapes-Code Keys-Oscillators-Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call! 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, New! 1998! (List $49.95) Only $39.00. 
Latest Edition! QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. 
1998 Passport To Worldband Radio (List $20) Only $18.50. 
ARRL OPERATING MANUAL (List $25.00) Only $23.00. 
1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last. Only $19.00! 
1997 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last! Only $23.00! 
1998 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. Call for larger quantity discount. 
NOW YOUiRE TALKING. Complete Novice-Tech and No Code License study course. (List $19) 1-9 $17.45; 
10-up $16.50. 
ARRL's TECH Q & AMANUAL. For Novice-Tech & No-Code license. (List $12.95) 1-9 11.95; 10-up $11.00. 
New! On-Line Catalog: www.jwoservices.com New E-Mail address: 


johnw3is @igateway.com 


JWO SERVICES 
John W. Obradovich, W3IS 

JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
13 years of excellent service Worldwide Shipments. 


around the world! 1 We also accept Novus 
& Discover cards! 


fee 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the 1st of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Kiectronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyym 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen@aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet’’johnqueen @ aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen@aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 


standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 
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Atlantic Division Director 


Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League inka 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt1,Box73-A | 
Paoli, PA 19301 . Boyce, VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 061 17 USA Phone: (540) 837-1340 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
Name: Call: 


Address: 
City: State: Zip: 


$31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 
for membership. 


Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 


Signature: Expires: 


a 
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Roanoke Division Director 


A el RS lg yi SS Sapa 


~~ 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: ec New fa Renewal | Joi 


For L_ |, year Se years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


Name: Call: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
Radio and mail form to: Falls Church, vA 
For Amateur Radio an ; 90040-7612 
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